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HIST 221: Survey of United States History I 
Spring 2018 
MWF 9:00-9:50 
0225 Curtiss Hall 
 
Instructor information: 
Instructor: Michael Belding, M.A. 
Email:  mbelding@iastate.edu 
Office:  612 Ross Hall 
Office hours: MWF 10:00-10:50 and (gladly) by appointment 
 
Course description: 
Colonial foundations: revolution, confederation, and constitution; nationalism and democracy; 
sectional disunity, Civil War, and reunion (ISU Catalog).   
 
Learning outcomes: 
1. Students will gain basic familiarity with major historical developments in the United 
States from the colonial era through Reconstruction. 
2. Students will develop their ability to analyze historical developments and communicate 
that analysis in written form. 
3. Students will learn to frame historical arguments. 
 
Readings: 
Locke, Joseph and Ben Wright, eds.  The American Yawp: A Free and Online, Collaboratively 
Built American History Textbook.   
Faragher, John Mack.  Sugar Creek: Life on the Illinois Prairie.  New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1986.   
Other readings as noted (see course schedule for details) 
 
Assessment: 
Midterm exam:    25% 
Final exam:     25% 
Quizzes, assignments, and discussion: 25% 
Research paper:    25% 
 
Exams: The midterm and final exams will ask you to interpret one (or more) historical theme(s) 
with reference to the events dealt with in the course and assigned readings.  They will take the 
form of take-home essays that you will have several days to work on and should be formatted as 
essays – 1” margins, 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with theses, introduc-
tions, paragraphs with topic sentences, evidence, analysis, and a conclusion.  I will discuss these 
further as the midterm approaches.   
 
Quizzes, assignments, and discussion: In order to draw your attention to certain issues or check 
your learning I will occasionally administer quizzes in class or assign short response papers.  See 
Canvas, email, and in-class announcements for details on specific questions.  Occasionally I will 
call on students randomly to answer a question about the reading or to help develop a point in 
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lectures.  I plan to use lectures to deliberately develop themes and connect one day’s material to 
another’s – which American Yawp does not necessarily do – so skipping class will not work to 
your advantage.   
 
Research paper: Over the course of the semester I will share with you a variety of primary 
sources related to the history of Story County, Iowa, where Ames is located.  We will discuss 
these and, as the semester moves into the nineteenth century, contextualize them.  Your major 
task will be to engage these documents as a historian would – to think about what they can (and 
can’t) tell us about the past and how it changed over time.  This assignment will make use of the 
Faragher reading, which is a case study of a similar community near Springfield, Illinois.  In 
your papers you will not only tell a story of the first few decades of Story County’s existence; 
you will evaluate whether Faragher’s model of development can be applied elsewhere.  You will 
thus engage in a small, guided project of the kind that historians do: research in primary sources, 
and positioning yourself against what other historians have written on a similar topic.  This pro-
ject will be completed in several stages: first a statement of your thesis and outline, a first draft, a 
second draft, and an oral presentation of what you think happened.  All of these are necessary to 
submit the project.  Incomplete projects will not be graded.   
 
Late assignment policy: Assignments not turned in on time will receive a penalty of one letter 
grade for each day they are late.  See the course schedule, Canvas, and announcements for de-
tails.  Unless otherwise noted, assignments should be turned in via Canvas by 9:05 a.m. on the 
day that they are due.   
 
Grading scale: 
A 93-100% 
A- 90-92% 
B+ 87-89% 
B 83-86% 
B- 80-82% 
C+ 77-79% 
C 73-76% 
C- 70-72% 
D+ 67-69% 
D 63-66% 
D- 60-62% 
F 59% and below 
 
Disability Accommodation: 
“Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from dis-
crimination and harassment based on disability status. All students requesting accommodations 
are required to meet with staff in Student Disability Resources (SDR) to establish eligibility.  A 
Notification Letter form will be provided to eligible students. The provision of reasonable ac-
commodations in this course will be arranged after timely delivery of the Notification Letter to 
the instructor.  Students are encouraged to deliver Notification Letters as early in the semester as 
possible.  SDR, a unit in the Dean of Students Office, is located in room 1076, Student Services 
Building or online at https://www.sdr.dso.iastate.edu/.  Contact SDR by e-mail at disabil-
ityresources@iastate.edu or by phone at 515-294-7220 for additional information” (CELT). 
 
Writing Center: 
If you would like additional help on your writing assignments, please consider visiting the Writ-
ing and Media Center, which exists to help and advise you through all stages of the writing pro-
cess, free of charge.   
 
Harassment and Discrimination: 
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“Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for faculty, 
staff, and students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and harassment based 
upon race, ethnicity, sex (including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, religion, national origin, 
physical or mental disability, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic in-
formation, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any student who has concerns about such behavior should 
contact his/her instructor, Student Assistance at 515-294-1020 or email dso-sas@iastate.edu, or 
the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 515-294-7612” (CELT). 
 
Religious Accommodation: 
“Iowa State University attempts to reasonably accommodate students whose sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs or creed conflict with academic requirements. Accommodation requests causing an 
undue hardship may not be feasible, and they must be made proactively; no retroactive accom-
modation will be granted. The process for requesting an accommodation is interactive and the 
process must be initiated by the individual seeking the accommodation. For optimal considera-
tion, students should inform instructors as soon as possible in the semester of any future conflict. 
It is recommended that the student and instructor discuss the request in person and then docu-
ment the resolution in an email format. Assistance throughout the process for all parties involved 
is available through the Office of Equal Opportunity at 515-294-7612” (CELT). 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
Per the ISU Catalog, “Academic dishonesty occurs when a student uses or attempts to use unau-
thorized information in the taking of an exam; or submits as their own work themes, reports, 
drawings, laboratory notes, or other products prepared by another person; or knowingly assists 
another student in such acts; or plagiarism. Such behavior is abhorrent to the university and stu-
dents found responsible for academic dishonesty face expulsion, suspension, conduct probation, 
or reprimand. Instances of academic dishonesty ultimately affect all students and the entire uni-
versity community by degrading the value of diplomas when some are obtained dishonestly, and 
by lowering the grades of students working honestly.”  It includes obtaining unauthorized infor-
mation, tendering of information, misrepresentation, bribery, and plagiarism, among other acts.   
 
Plagiarism is the “Unacknowledged use of the information, ideas, or phrasing of other writers is 
an offense comparable with theft and fraud, and it is so recognized by the copyright and patent 
laws…. Plagiarism occurs when a person does not credit the sources from which they borrow 
ideas, whether these ideas are reproduced exactly or summarized.” 
 
Class expectations: 
I expect students to be punctual and give the class their full attention during the allotted time.  
Since one of the goals of this class is to engage the past critically, I also expect students to come 
ready to ask questions, take seriously the questions of me and their peers, and treat others re-
spectfully and courteously even while challenging them.  I expect electronic devices to be used 
responsibly in this class – i.e., for note-taking purposes.   
 
If you have questions, comments, or concerns at any time, please come see me or send me an 
email.  I am happy to talk with you at any time.  My expectations are high, but I want to guide 
you through the material and tasks in order to achieve the course objectives.  My intention will 
never be to overwhelm you or to be unhelpful.   
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Note: 
I reserve the right to modify this syllabus, including the course schedule, as circumstances re-
quire.  This will not affect university policies.  
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Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 
Mon., Jan. 8:  Syllabus and introduction 
Wed., Jan. 10:  The context of colonization 
   first reflection due (see Canvas) 
Fri., Jan. 12:  Spanish colonization 
   second reflection due (see Canvas) 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapters 1-2 
• Sam White, “A Cold Welcome: The Little Ice Age and America’s Colonial Beginnings” 
(video) 
 
Week 2 
Mon., Jan. 15:  No class – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Wed., Jan. 17:  French colonization (Canada) 
Fri., Jan. 19:  Settling Virginia and the Chesapeake (to 1676) 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapter 3 
• State of Iowa Census excerpts (see Canvas: under “Files,” “Week 2”) 
 
Week 3 
Mon., Jan. 22:  Settling New England (to 1676) 
Wed., Jan. 24:  Bacon’s Rebellion and slavery 
Fri., Jan. 26:  Site Visit #1 (Farm House Museum) 
 
Assigned readings: 
• Farm House Museum blog 
 
Week 4 
Mon., Jan. 29:  New England Towns and Trials 
Wed., Jan. 31:  Settling Carolina 
   reflection on Farm House Museum tour due 
Fri., Feb. 2:  Discussion of review questions and Mather 
 
Assigned readings: 
• Increase Mather’s “An Earnest Exhortation To the Inhabitants of New-England” (1676) 
• Iowa land survey map of t084n, r024w (Franklin Township/north Ames) 
• Iowa land survey map of t083n, r024w (Washington Township/south Ames) 
• Illustrated historical atlas of the State of Iowa, 1875 (Story County) 
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Week 5 
Mon., Feb. 5:  The Atlantic World 
Wed., Feb. 7:  The slave trade 
   Questions 17-20 on Increase Mather 
Fri., Feb. 9:  Site Visit #2 (Special Collections and University Archives) 
 
Assigned readings: 
• Reviews of Faragher from The Journal of American History, The American Historical 
Review, and Journal of the Early Republic (uploaded to Canvas) 
 
Week 6 
Mon., Feb. 12: British Empire and American Revolution 
Wed., Feb. 14:  Republicanism: The Ideology of the American Revolution 
Fri., Feb. 16:  Discussion of research project and sources 
   Reflection paper on site visits due (see Canvas for prompt) 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapter 5 
• Documents by residents of the Ames region 
 
Week 7 
Mon., Feb. 19: Experiencing the Revolution 
Wed., Feb. 21: To the Constitution 
   Midterm exam available 
Fri., Feb. 23:  “Big Office Hours” – exam workday 
 
Assigned readings: 
• Freehling, William W.  “The Founding Fathers and Slavery.”  The American Historical 
Review 77, no. 1 (Feb., 1972): 81-93.   
• Jordan, Winthrop D.  “The Imperatives of Economic Interest and National Identity.”  
Chap. VIII in White over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro, 1550-1812.  2nd 
ed.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2012.   
 
Week 8 
Mon., Feb. 26: The Radicalism of the American Revolution 
   Midterm exam due 
Wed., Feb. 28: The First Party System and the Revolution of 1800 
Fri., Mar. 2:  Securing a Republican Political Economy 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapters 6-7 
• Faragher, Sugar Creek, Introduction, Part One (“Howling Wilderness”), and Two (“The 
Country of Plenty to Eat”), xiii-75 
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Week 9 
Mon., Mar. 5:  The Transition to Capitalism 
Wed., Mar. 7:  The Nature of the Upper Class 
Fri., Mar. 9:  Class canceled 
 
Assigned readings:  
• The American Yawp, chapters 8-9 
• Faragher, Sugar Creek, Part Three (“Lords of the Soil, Tenants of the Hearth”), 77-118 
 
Week 10 
Mon., Mar. 19: The Age of Jackson 
Wed., Mar. 21: The Whig Party and Labor in the Age of Jackson 
Fri., Mar. 23:  Respectability, Religion, and Reform: The Middle Class 
   Signup begins for individual conferences in Week 12 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapters 10-11 
• Faragher, Sugar Creek, Part Four (“The Sugar Creek Community”), 119-170 
 
Week 11 
Mon., Mar. 26: The Midwest (guest lecture by Wayne Duerkes, M.A.) 
Wed., Mar. 28:  
Fri., Mar. 30:  Discussion of Faragher’s Sugar Creek 
   Essay thesis statement and outline due 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapter 12 
• Faragher, Sugar Creek, Part Five (“All Is Changed”) and Conclusion, 171-237 
 
Week 12 
Mon., Apr. 2:  Discussion of Faragher’s Sugar Creek  
Wed., Apr. 4:  The Free South 
Fri., Apr. 6:  The Slaves’ South 
   Return thesis statements and outlines 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapter 13 
 
Week 13 
Mon., Apr. 9:  Expansion and “Manifest Destiny” 
Wed., Apr. 11: Work day 
Fri., Apr. 13:  Peer review of essays 
   First drafts of essays due 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapter 14  
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Week 14 
Mon., Apr. 16: The Third Party System 
Wed., Apr. 18: Secession and the Civil War 
Fri., Apr. 20:  The Union and the Confederacy 
   Return first drafts of essays 
 
Assigned readings: 
• The American Yawp, chapter 15 
 
Week 15 
Mon., Apr. 23: Reconstruction 
   Presentations due (submit PowerPoint on Canvas) 
Wed., Apr. 25: Class canceled 
   Final exam available 
Fri., Apr. 27:  Toward the Gilded Age (and “Greater Reconstruction”) 
   Final drafts of essays due at 5 p.m. 
 
Assigned readings: 
• n/a 
 
Week 16 
Wed., May 2:  Final exam period begins at 7:30 a.m.   
   Final exams due 
